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SAMPLE STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM
Thank you for your interest in publishing a statement calling for immigration reform. 
Please see below for sample statements to inspire your own! 
Feel free to post your statement to social media outlets, and if you would like to send it to local media, please contact Sarah Doolin Roy at  sarah@renewoureconomy.org
GENERAL SUPPORT:
“Our current immigration system is broken from top to bottom, and we are relying on outdated laws that do not address the challenges we face in the 21st Century. This new research on our area proves what we’ve known for years: immigrants are a boon to our local economy, holding [XXX] in spending power and paying [XXX] in taxes right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
.  If we modernize the system, our country stands to benefit.”
AGRICULTURE:
“Demand for my [XXX crop] is high, but I have trouble hiring the workers I need to help me farm my land and it has cost my production. Immigrants are ready and willing to help me do the job. Right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
, immigrants make up [XX%] of the workforce in agriculture. That is why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to act on immigration reform.” 

“I need [XXX] of workers to help me at my farm, and last year, [XXX] jobs went unfilled. I had to [shred crops/limit planting] when I could have [XXX]. This has hurt my community’s economy. Immigrants are willing to help, and they make up [XX%] of our agriculture industry’s workforce right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
. That is why I call upon [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to act on immigration reform.” 

“I care about the food I put in my body and make a point to buy locally sourced, fresh produce and vegetables. While immigrants make up [XX%] of the agriculture industry’s workforce right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
, it is shocking that farmers don’t have enough hands on deck and crops go to waste. If we had better immigration policy that allowed for more farm workers to come here, more of my food would be grown right here in America, not imported from other countries. That is why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to act on immigration reform.” 

“I want my kids to eat fresh, local produce. It is shocking to me that because farmers don’t have enough hands on deck, crops and farmland go to waste. If we had better immigration policy, more of my family’s food would be grown right here in America, not imported from other countries. With immigrants making up [XX%] of the agriculture workforce right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
, I believe that our immigration laws could be updated to allow for more workers to support our farmers. That is why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to act on immigration reform.” 

BUSINESS:
“I proudly work for [XXX] company that was founded by an immigrant. Without him/her, I wouldn’t have my job. In fact, thanks to [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
’s [XXX] immigrant entrepreneurs, many of our community members have jobs. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”
“My local community was hard-hit by the economic downturn. With every passing month, we saw more boarded-up storefronts and ‘for sale’ signs in the front yards of many neighborhoods. But slowly, more and more immigrants began to move into our community. They opened their own businesses -- like a local grocer, a restaurant, or a hair salon. Bottom line: Immigrant families help rebuild our communities, including the [XXX] immigrant entrepreneurs living here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”
“The foreign-born individuals I hire to work [in the restaurant, at the hotel, on the construction job, etc] keep my business moving forward. It simply wouldn’t work without their hard-work and determination every day. My business is proof that the [XXX] immigrants here in  help our economy grow. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”

ENTREPRENEURSHIP:
“My neighborhood has been revitalized by immigrant entrepreneurs who have started new businesses and created jobs. In fact, right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
 we have [XX] immigrant entrepreneurs. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”
“Immigrants have created many of America’s greatest companies. 40 percent of Fortune 500 Companies were founded by an immigrant or child of an immigrant. In fact, right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
 we have [XX] immigrant entrepreneurs, creating jobs and helping our economy grow. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”
“My favorite store in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
 was opened by [insert name]--an immigrant. My life is much more rich because of [immigrant], and I can’t imagine what it would be like if I didn’t have [product]. [He/She] is just one of the [XXX] immigrant entrepreneurs in our area, boosting small business and the economy. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”

“After [college/graduate school], my classmate and I started a company together. [He/she] came here from [XXX] to study. Without [him/her] as a business partner, our company would not be what it is today. [He/She] is one of [XXX] immigrant entrepreneurs in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
, helping to create jobs and boost our economy. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”

HEALTHCARE:
“I live in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
 and am thankful that my doctor [from XXX country] has moved here to serve our community. Our  [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
’s [XXX] immigrants fill these jobs and help care for our sick. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”

“Our country is aging quickly and we need more workers to take care of our seniors. Immigrants are more likely to work as home health aides than the native-born population, and [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
’s [XXX] immigrants fill these jobs and help care for our elderly. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”

“Our [hospital/region] was facing severe [doctor/home health aide/nurse] shortages and we couldn’t fill many job openings. The [foreign-born doctors/home health aides/nurses] our company has hired have helped fill these jobs and provide excellent care to our patients. Our  [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
’s [XXX] immigrants fill these jobs and help care for our sick. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system.”

 FAITH:
“We have a moral obligation to fix the broken system. We need to provide undocumented members of our community the path to become part of the system and step out of the shadows and into the light; to establish a sustainable solution to secure our borders; and to modernize the immigration process for a brighter future. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system--for the [XXX] foreign-born right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
.”

“Immigrants, like each of us, were created in the image of God. I want our leaders to establish a welcoming environment in the United States that allows immigrants to participate in American society and in our faith community. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system--for the [XXX] foreign-born right here in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
.”

“I want leaders to enacting policies that are grounded in compassion and respect for one another. Immigrants, like each of us, were created in the image of God. That's why I urge [CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE] to fix our broken immigration system--for the [XXX] foreign-born right there in [METRO/DISTRICT NAME]
.”
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