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COUNTRY OVERVIEW 
On Demographics
· Immigrants in the United States are more likely to be of working age—defined as being between the ages of 25 and 64—than the native-born population. 
· This allows them to contribute to U.S. entitlement programs and also assume roles helping seniors as they age.
· See here demographic trends in every state plus Washington, D.C., fifty metro areas, and your congressional district. 
On the Workforce
· Nationally, immigrants are 17.2 percent more likely to hold a graduate degree than natives. They are also more likely to have less than a bachelor’s degree. 
· This lets them assume positions at the high and low ends of the workforce that might otherwise remain unfilled, hurting local businesses or leading employers to relocate elsewhere. 
· See here workforce trends in every state plus Washington, D.C., fifty metro areas, and your congressional district. 
On Voting Power
· Nationally, 19.1 million immigrants were eligible to vote in 2014—a group that could have a particularly important role in coming election cycles, given the narrow margins of victory that have decided presidential elections in recent years.
· See here voting power stats in every state plus Washington, D.C., fifty metro areas, and your congressional district. 
On Home Ownership
· Immigrant families have long played an important role helping to build housing wealth in the United States. 
· In recent decades, the more than 40 million immigrants collectively in the country increased U.S. housing wealth by $3.7 trillion. 
· Much of this was possible because immigrants moved into neighborhoods once in decline, helping to revitalize local communities and make them more attractive to U.S.-born residents.
· See here home ownership stats for every state plus Washington, D.C., fifty metro areas, and your congressional district. 
On Taxes & Spending Power
· Nationally, immigrants earned $1.3 trillion in 2014 and contributed $105 billion in state and local taxes and almost $224 billion in federal taxes. 
· This left them with nearly $927 billion in spending power. 
· Immigrants play an important role contributing to local economies both as consumers and taxpayers.
· See here for taxes paid and spending power held by immigrants every state plus Washington, D.C., fifty metro areas, and your congressional district. 
On Entrepreneurship
· In 2014, America’s foreign-born population owned close to three million businesses, generating over $65 billion in business income. 
· In 2010, roughly one in 10 American workers with jobs at private firms were employed at immigrant-founded companies. 
· Immigrants similarly play an important role as entrepreneurs in this district.
· See here to quantify the number of immigrant entrepreneurs in every state plus Washington, D.C., fifty metro areas, and your congressional district. 
BUSINESS

Immigration reform is critical for business.
· We need immigration reform to grow our economy, drive innovation, and compete in a global marketplace.
· We need an immigration system that lets our companies hire and keep the talent they need to grow and create American jobs.
· Immigrants help grow local economies by filling the worker shortages and creating jobs in key industries. 
Immigrants create American jobs.
· 40% of Fortune 500 companies were founded by immigrants or their children.
· Immigrants are twice as likely to start a new business as a native-born citizen. 
· Immigrant entrepreneurs start new businesses and create jobs: 25% of technology and engineering companies created between 1995 and 2005 had at least one immigrant key founder.
· From 1995 to 2005, 25% of all high-tech companies had at least one immigrant founder. These companies created 450,000 jobs. 
Immigrants are innovators that drive our economy forward.
· Foreign-born entrepreneurs, scientists, and inventors have played a vital role in establishing, and maintaining, the U.S. as a world leader in technology, businesses, and innovation. 
· However, our immigration system often blocks talented, hard working immigrants from coming to America and helping to build our economy.
· 76% of patents granted to the top 10 patent-producing American universities in 2011 had at least one foreign-born inventor.
Immigration helps America compete globally.
· The United States has long been the destination for the world’s hardest working, entrepreneurial, and talented immigrants. 
· However, U.S. immigration policy has remained virtually unchanged since the 1960s and is not designed to fit today’s economy. In fact, only about 7% of all U.S. green cards are given for economic reasons. 
· Meanwhile, other countries have identified the strong link between immigration and economic success and adapted their policies accordingly, granting as high as 50% of green cards for economic reasons.
· Our universities attract the best and brightest from around the world, but our immigration system makes too many of them go home after graduation, only to compete with us from abroad. 
TECH
Foreign-born entrepreneurs, scientists, and inventors have played a vital role in establishing, and maintaining, the U.S. as a world leader in technology, businesses, and innovation. However, our immigration system often blocks talented, hard working immigrants from coming to America and helping to build our economy. And unlike other globally competitive countries, the United States currently lacks a visa designated for entrepreneurs, making it extremely difficult for foreign-born entrepreneurs to start and grow their companies here. We need laws that let us welcome the talent we need to grow the economy and compete, while protecting American workers. 
Immigrants play a major role in the tech industry.
· Many immigrants are integral to high-skilled jobs here in the U.S., benefiting American employers, American workers, and the U.S. economy as a whole.
· As competition increases across the globe, Congress needs to enact reform to help keep talent here to benefit our local economy. Many high-skilled immigrants graduate from U.S. universities only to be sent home to compete with us from abroad. We need to create a path for foreign talent that want to stay and contribute to our economy.
High-skilled immigrants create American jobs.
· High-skilled immigrants create American jobs: For each international student who graduates from an American university and remains in the country to work in a STEM-related field (science, technology, engineering, and math), an additional 2.62 American jobs are created.
· 25% of technology and engineering companies created between 1995 and 2005 had at least one immigrant key founder.
High-skilled immigrants help fill the shortage of STEM workers in the U.S. 
· By 2018, America will face a projected shortfall of more than 200,000 advanced-degree STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) holders. However, existing immigration laws make it difficult, if not impossible, for many foreign STEM graduates to remain in the U.S. and alleviate these workforce shortages.
· Jobs in STEM fields have grown three times as fast as jobs in the rest of the economy over the last 10 years, yet not enough Americans are pursuing these fields and companies are struggling to find the workers they need to grow. 
· In recent years, nearly half of the doctorates and more than half of the post doctorates in science and engineering at U.S. universities were foreign-born. 
Immigrants are inventing the products that will drive American immigration:
· In 2011, more than 3 out of every 4 patents (76%) awarded to the top 10 patent-producing American universities had at least one foreign-born inventor.
· Immigrant inventors are also responsible for 41% of government patents.
· One-fourth of the Americans who have won Nobel Prizes have been immigrants, even though they make up just one-eighth of the population.
The current immigration system costs America jobs and wages.
· Existing H-1B visa lottery caps slow job and wage growth in more than 200 metropolitan areas across the United States.
· The rejection of 178,000 H1-B visa applications in tech fields in the 2007 and 2008 lotteries caused American metropolitan areas to miss out on creating 231,224 highly-sought after tech jobs for American-born workers in the 2 years that followed.
· The number of jobs for U.S.-born workers in tech industries would have grown at least 55% faster in the years following the recession if not for the denial of so many applications in the H1-B visa lotteries.
AGRICULTURE
Our broken immigration system is causing crisis-level worker shortages on many American farms. Huge swaths of America’s farmland go unplanted, hundreds of millions of dollars of produce rots on the vine, and American jobs up and down the agricultural supply chain are lost because our immigration laws make it all but impossible for farmers to recruit the workers they need to run their farms.
Agriculture is losing jobs revenue because of a broken immigration system:
· We are importing more and more of our food. In recent years, the share of fresh fruits and vegetables consumed by American families that was imported has grown by 79.3%. 
· In America, our production of fresh produce and the demands of consumers are increasingly out-of-sync. While the amount of fresh produce and vegetables consumed by Americans has grown in recent years, production levels have either barely grown or declined.  
· Our farmers are losing jobs and revenue. Had U.S. fresh fruit and vegetable growers been able to maintain the domestic market share they held from 1998-2000, their communities would have enjoyed a substantial economic boost, resulting in an estimated $4.9 billion in additional farming income and 89,300 more jobs in 2012 alone. U.S. GDP would have been $12.4 billion higher in 2012.  
There are fewer and fewer American farm workers, but immigrants can help fill the gaps:
· The number of U.S. farm workers declined by more than 20% (more than 145,000 workers) between 2002 and 2014. 
· Today’s field and crop workers are rapidly aging, signaling an even further decline if the United States does not establish a functional guest worker program for farmers. While 14.2% of farmworkers were 45 years old or older between 1998-2002, by 2008-2012, that figure had more than doubled to 27.1%. 
Immigrant farm workers support American jobs: 
· In 2014, on-farm employment supported more than 2.6 million jobs and employment in related industries like packaging, transportation, food processing, retail, and other sectors supported another 14.7 million jobs. Total employment related to agriculture accounted for about 9.3% of total U.S. employment. 
Our Agricultural industry needs a streamlined process and flexible guest worker program.
· The H-2A program is costly, bureaucratic, and highly complicated to use. Its extensive rules make it especially difficult for small farmers—many employers have to hire lawyers to help them fill out the applications and to protect themselves from costly penalties for minor technical errors.
· Farmers across the country reply on temporary labor to help tend to crops and their businesses. Our current guest worker program is outdated and doesn’t provide nearly the number of workers needed for the agricultural industry. Congress needs to take action on immigration reform to fix the system and give farmers the workers they need to produce here at home in order to support their local communities.  
· Instead of spending more to bring food into the country, we can support jobs here at home by implementing a guest worker program that will bring more opportunity for both the worker and the farmer. 
FAITH
There is a large and growing movement among faith leaders and congregations in support of immigration reform.  While anti-immigrant rhetoric has dominated the national debate, the discussion at in places of worship is very different. 
There is broad consensus among the faithful in America is that our current immigration system is broken.
· Among U.S. Protestants, nearly 7 in 10 believe currently undocumented immigrants living in the United States should be allowed to legally stay in the country if they meet certain requirements. (Source: Pew Research Center)
· Nearly 7 in 10 Evangelicals (68%) believe it is important for Congress to pass significant new immigration legislation. (Source: LifeWay Research poll)
· 68% of Evangelicals support immigration law changes that both increase border security and provide a pathway to citizenship. (Source: LifeWay Research poll)
· Many of the same values that apply to the faith community also apply to how we should work to improve our immigration process, to simply help those who want to make a living here in the U.S.
· Both the faithful and immigration electorate continue to play a larger role in determining our future leaders. Congress should listen to our faith community and its reasons for reform to address the many undocumented immigrants who need a vital path for success.  
The Hispanic Evangelical population in the U.S. is growing. 
· In 2000, only 1 in 10 Hispanic immigrants identified as Evangelical Christians. By 2013, nearly 1 in 6 did. (Source: NAE)
The faith community has been formed and cultivated by many immigrants. 
· Among all legal U.S. immigrants, Christians remain the largest religious group at 61% (in 2012). (Source: Pew Research Center)
· Between 1992 and 2012, an estimated average of 600,000 Christian immigrants became permanent residents of the United States each year, totaling approximately 12.7 million Christians who received green cards. (Source: Pew Research Center)
· Many congregations are either led or shaped by the immigration population. We should acknowledge their effect on the community do what we can to make it easier for them to provide services for those in need.
· Places of worship act as a support base for undocumented immigrants, but they are limited by what they can do because of outdated systems and laws. We need support from Congress to make sure that faith ministries can provide these services that uplift the immigrant community.
· Let us as humans continue to have compassion and mercy toward one another through immigration reform to help those who need a pathway here in America. There are many reasons for immigration reform through our faith. 
There are many reasons immigrant communities make America stronger. 
· Our common humanity unites our drive to contribute to our community and country’s success. If we enact immigration reform, all immigrants will have access to the same opportunities in the classroom, workforce, and in their worship. 
