
Across the country, American companies rely on 

immigrant workers to fill seasonal and labor-intensive 

jobs that cannot otherwise be filled.  The Federal 

Reserve Bank of San Francisco has found that low-

skilled immigrant workers help companies grow and 

create additional – often higher-paying – job oppor-

tunities for Americans.1  In 1986 under President Ronald 

Reagan, in recognition of the value and need for 

immigrant workers, two guest worker programs were 

established – the H-2A for farm workers and H-2B 

program for non-farm workers.  The programs were 

designed to allow enterprising immigrants to enter 

the country legally as temporary workers for vital 

American industries such as agriculture, construction 

and hospitality.  Unfortunately, as currently administered, 

these visa programs are not designed for businesses 

to succeed.

For American companies to compete and grow, the 

guest worker programs should be streamlined.  For 

example, applying for an H-2A and H-2B visa involves 

multiple separate federal agencies.  H-2B visas are 

also subject to annual caps that frequently don’t meet 

America’s demand for labor.  The administrative and 

regulatory requirements of the programs effectively 

penalize American companies that play by the rules.  

Without access to a competitive workforce, companies 

and growers around the country are curtailing opera-

tions – and some are even closing.

Immigration and Temporary Labor: 
The Contributions of  Temporary Worker Visas to the US Economy

Businesses rely on the contributions 
of seasonal and temporary workers:

One in three businesses would close 
or reduce their operations if they could not hire 
workers through temporary visas.3

that were once in the United 
States have been lost to Mexico.4
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America is losing jobs and economic 
opportunities to other countries:

The current system presents costly
bureaucratic burdens on businesses: 

it takes approximately  8 WEEKS to process an 

h-2b visa and typically costs                   per applicant.2$2500
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Agricultural workers create 
additional jobs:

Three additional jobs are created  
in the agricultural industry for every farm worker.5


