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Immigrants in the region also supported federal social programs.
In 2017, they contributed $31.0M to Social Security and $8.3M to Medicare.
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Immigrants played a critical role in several key industries in the region. This included:
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Despite making up 5.5% of the population, immigrants made up 7.3% of the business owners in the region in 2017.
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Elvir Berbic

STUDENT AFFAIRS MANAGER, VIRGINIA TECH

Elvir Berbic’s family fled Bosnia when war broke out in 1992.
“One day | went to school, and out of four grades—so about

80 students—10 showed up to class,” Berbic says. “They told
us, ‘School is over. We don’t know when it’s going to be open. Go
home. Be safe.”

But to stay in Derventa, their hometown, was also to risk the
family’s life.

“We were playing one time, and a MiG [military plane] just flew
over us and knocked us all on the ground because it was so low,”
he says. “There was a lot of talk about whose house is targeted,
whose house is safe, whose house has a basement to hide in. My
dad would guard our apartment with an AK-47 and a pistol, which
is nothing when people are about to roll in with tanks.”

Adding to the threat, the Berbics were Muslim, the subject of an
ethnic cleansing campaign by the Serbian majority. Before this
time, Berbic, 11, didn’t even know they were Muslim.

The family drove to Croatia in a refrigeration truck, doling out soda to

bribe checkpoint guards. When 13 relatives took refuge in their Croatian
aunt’s one-bedroom apartment, his family moved into a nearby refugee
camp, where their stay, and the war, dragged on for three years. His parents
thought they would be home in a few months. Instead, they accepted refugee
status and relocation to the United States.

Berbic, by then 14, and his brother had learned English in the camp. Youth, too,
helped them integrate. His parents, however, had a tougher time, and have since
returned home.

“It was depressing for them: no language skills; doing a job they were never trained to do;
starting life all over,” he says.

Berbic earned a master’s degree and now helps other newcomers acclimate to life in
Roanoke, serving as student affairs manager at the Virginia Tech Carilion School of
Medicine and as a volunteer for local support organizations. His brother is a doctor in
New Jersey.

“If you want to invest in anything, it’s people,” Berbic says. “It has to be in people. If we are
investing, they will invest.”
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Education (Continued)

264

students who were enrolled in
colleges and universities in the
region during the fall of 2015 were
temporary residents.®

In 2017,

48.5%

of immigrant
households in
the region owned
their own homes,
compared to

64.8%

of US.-born
households.

51.5% of immigrant
households were
renters.

60

local jobs were supported by
international students.

$9.9M

were spent by international
students in the 2017-18
academic year."

4.0%

of public school students under
18 were born abroad.

IMMIGRANT HOUSEHOLDS

62.2% Lived in Houses

35.4% Lived in Apartments

2.4%

Lived in Other Types
of Housing

The total property value of
immigrant households:

Their total annual
rent paid:

$506.0M $22.0M
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Naturalization

Share ofimmigrantsinthe = --=--==----------
region who were naturalized
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atotal of
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Naturalized
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Eligible

immigrants.

Nationally, 49.4%
of allimmigrants are

Share of immigrants
who were likely eligible
for naturalization. This
represents a total of

2,006

immigrants.

naturalized. 49.8%
Not Eligible
Refugees
o
1,963 16.6%
immigrants were likely refugees of the foreign-born population
in 20172 were likely refugees.

Undocumented Immigrants

Amount earned by undocumented
immigrant households in 2017:

$63.6M

After taxes, this leaves them with

$57.3M in spending power. FEDERAL

$2.6M

went to state and
local taxes.
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