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The Demographic and Economic

Contributions of Immigrants in the County

Population Growth

Immigrants made up

in 2018.

34.5%

of the total population
in Middlesex County
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(tate & Local

New
American
Economy

Between

2013 and 2018,

the immigrant

population in the
county

394,559

commuters worked in the
county in 2018. Of these,
39%, or 153,735, were
foreign-born.

286,168

immigrants lived in the county
in 2018. Their top five countries
of origin were:

1 India.............cooiilt. 33.6%
2. Dominican Repubilic..... 10.2%
3. Mexico......ooovvviiiinn.... 6%
4. China......c.ooooviiiin.. 4.4%
5. Egypt..ooviiiiiii 3.9%

The overall population
increased by:

0.1%.

Without growth in the

Top five countries of origin
for immigrants living in the

United States:

immigrant population,
1. MexiCo ......coovvevnnnnnnn. 25% the county’s population
2. India.....cooviiiiiin.... 5.9% would have declined by:
3. China.........ocoiviiiiin..n. 5% (o)
4. Philippines ................ 4.5% 2 .7 /0_
5. ElSalvador................ 3.2%

Spending Power & Tax Contributions

Given their income, immigrants
contributed significantly to state

and local taxes, including property,

sales, and excise taxes levied by
state and local governments.

Amount earned by immigrant
households in 2018:

$13.5B

went to federal taxes.?

FEDERAL

Leaving them with $9.4B in spending power.
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IMMIGRANT SHARE OF
SPENDING POWER: - 42.8%

IMMIGRANT SHARE OF
POPULATION - 34.5%

In 2018, foreign-born residents

in the county contributed $30.1B
to the county’s GDP, or 44.4% of
the total*

22.3%

Immigrants in the county also
supported federal social programs.
In 2018, they contributed $1.3B to
Social Security and $353.2M

to Medicare. SOCIAL SECURITY

MEDICARE

of immigrants in the county received Medicare IMMIGRANTS

or Medicaid, compared with

27%

of U.S.-born residents in 2018.

PRIVATE

PUBLIC
G

Although the foreign-born

made up 34.5% of the county’s
overall population, they
represented 41.7% of its working-
age® population, 42.8% of its
employed labor force, and 64.4%
of its STEM® workers in 2018.

U.S.-BORN
./

of immigrants had private healthcare coverage, while

22.3%

had public healthcare coverage in 2018.

Immigrant shares of the...

Working-age Population

Employed Labor Force

STEM Workers 64.4%




SPOTLIGHT ON

SPOTLIGHT ON

Luis DelL.aHoz

VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT, BCB BANK

Luis DeLaHoz was granted asylum and moved to the United
States in 2004. By 2005, he was running his own-income tax
preparation business in New Brunswick.

He had a good education behind him. Raised in Manizales, in the
coffee region of central Colombia, DeLaHoz had a bachelor’s degree
in economics and master’s degrees in finance and high management.
And he had drive.

But those alone are not enough to start a business. Fortunately,
Del.aHoz also had access to start-up capital and networks and
English-language competency—the very ingredients, he would later
learn, that new Americans often lack.

Across the United States, immigrants create businesses at a higher
rate than non-immigrants. Many of those businesses are small,
neighborhood, cash-starts only. Others never launch. Both types,
Del.aHoz says, are hampered by access. Now Del.aHoz, a vice-
president of community at BCB Community Bank, is working to change
that. It's a mission that stands to help everyone in the community.

“Ninety-two percent of the businesses in the United States are micro-

business, which means they have less than five employees including the owner;”
he says. “If one of every three micro-businesses hired one more person, the
United States would face full employment. That’s the power of micro-businesses.”

In working with a regional small business development center and a micro-lender,

Del.aHoz had spotted the same hulking roadblocks to immigrant entrepreneurship: no
credit-history or collateral; few business networks or market access; and an inability to
access needed information, which a government agency or nonprofit might send out via email
in English, or post at a downtown municipal building.

Through the Middlesex Chamber of Commerce and the Statewide Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, where he now chairs the board, Del.aHoz helped create the Hispanic Business
Expo, an annual event entering its eleventh year that helps on all fronts. He also works to
provide materials in Spanish, a first step toward integration and English-language skills.

“My goal is to elevate the Hispanic community,” DeLaHoz says. “I realize the only thing | have
to share is my knowledge and my time.”
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Immigrants played an important role in several key industries in the county. These included:

""" 94%

of workers in the
professional
services industry
were foreign-born
in 20187

Because of the role immmigrants play in the workforce
helping companies keep jobs on U.S. soil, we estimate
that immigrants living in the county helped create

or preserve 13,164 local manufacturing jobs that
would have otherwise vanished or moved

elsewhere by 20188

74.2%
Other
Occupations

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ........
WHOLESALE TRADE..............
TRANSPORTATION.......cevuut.
MANUFACTURING................
FINANCE. ... i
CONSTRUCTION ...oiiiiiiiiens
INFORMATION. ..iiiiiiiiiiiiiieees
HEALTHCARE ......oviiiiiiiaees
RETAIL TRADE ..ot
HOSPITALITY it

----- Immigrant Share of Population:
34.5%

Immigrants tended to work in these occupations in the county in 2018:

[l SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS ...ttt i i i ineaaeas 6.2%
[ MISCELLANEOUS MANAGERS ...ttt e 2.9%
Bl TRUCK DRIVERS .ttt neaes 2.5%
[ REGISTERED NURSES ...ttt it e et eenenes 2.4%
I FIRST-LINE SUPERVISORS OF RETAIL SALES WORKERS............. 2.2%
[l HAND PACKERS & PACKAGERS ... .iiiiiii i iieiaeeeieaeaenns 2.2%
I LABORERS & HAND MOVERS. . . ot ttiitiie e eieaeaeeeieaaaannns 1.9%
[l COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS ...\ttt et ee e eeeeeaeeaeen 1.9%
Bl COMPUTER SYSTEMS ANALYSTS ..t ttiiiaaeeeaeeiaeaeeaeeaaens 1.9%
I JANITORS & BUILDING CLEANERS ..ttt ittt i e i eeiaaaeeaeenaens 1.7%
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Despite making up 34.4% of the
population, immigrants made up
49% of the business owners in
8.1%

county in 2018.
of foreign-born residents

in the county worked for their

4 o own businesses, compared with That made
" /O , ° immigrants 28.3%

Share of entrepreneurs 6.3% more likely to be
who were foreign-born of US.-born residents in 2018. entrepreneurs than
in 2018. their U.S.-born
IMMIGRANTS
) GoUNtSiR e

U.S.-BORN

immigrant entrepreneurs lived
in Middlesex County in 2018.

Immigrant entrepreneurs tended (o)

302.7TM . ouwstended 99 6%
= to work in these key industries: of immigrant

in business income was entrepreneurs

generated by immigrant worked in professional
H services in 2018.
entrepreneurs in 2018. vicest

15.5%

worked in transportation.

Immigrants are more likely to have a bachelor’s degree or higher in Middlesex County.

Share of the county’s population aged 25 or above Share of the county’s population aged 25 or above
that held a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2018: that held an advanced degree in 2018:
(o)
38.9% o1-5% 0
L . . o
of US.-born of immigrants 14.7% 29 6%
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Education (Continued)

6,133

international students were
enrolled in colleges and
universities in the county during
the fall of 2018, including 5,879
international students enrolled in
Rutgers University.”

In 2018,

92.2%

of immigrant
households in the
county owned
their own homes,
compared to

70.3%

of U.S.-born
households.

47.8% of immigrant
households were
renters.

3,529 2,604

Undergraduate Graduate

3,541

local jobs were supported by
international students.

-

$278.2M

was spent by international
students in the 2018-19
academic year."

12.2%

of public school students under
18 were born abroad.

IMMIGRANT HOUSEHOLDS

53.5% Lived in Houses
45.9% Lived in Apartments

0.6% Livedin Other Types
of Housing

The total property value of
immigrant households:

$26.3B

Their total annual
rent paid:

$878.8M
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Naturalization

Share ofimmigrantsinthe -----------------2 1 3% Share of immigrants in the
county who were naturalized county who were likely
U.S. citizens. This represents eligible to naturalize.
atotal of This represents a total of

173,381 37,240

immigrants. 60-6% ) %GE I‘_"%bl immigrants.
o igible

Potentially

Eligible

Nationally, 49.4% Naturalized Q. Share of immigrants
of allimmigrants are ineligible for naturalization
naturalized. for various reasons
including: temporary visas,
residency requirements,
and undocumented.
75,547
immigrants.
Refugees

9,663 2.0%

immigrants were likely refugees of the foreign-born population
in 2018. were likely refugees.”

Undocumented Immigrants

r - 71% 59,124 20.7%

of the total immigrants were undocumented of the foreign-born population

population in in 2018 were undocumented.

Middlesex County

was undocumented

in 2018. Top countries of origin for the undocumented in the county:
LoIndia...coooe 511%
2. MEXICO v 11.9%
3. DominicanRepublic....................... 9.5%

4. China. .o 3.7%
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Undocumented Immigrants (Continued)

Amount earned by
undocumented immigrant
households in 2018:

$1.6B

After taxes, they were left with
$1.4B in spending power.

451%
Other

Industries
Yo
turing

141%
Retail
Trade

$80.3M

in state and local

taxes were paid by
undocumented immigrant
households.

STATE AND LOCAL

Undocumented immigrants tended to work in these key industries:

[l PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
[7 MANUFACTURING
RETAIL TRADE




